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As reported by email blast earlier this Spring, 
homebuyers in the Puget Sound market who rely on 
readily available mortgage credit won an important 
victory, when Seattle Mayor Ed Murray says he opposes 
a recent proposal to use the power of eminent domain to 
condemn residential mortgages in the city.
The Seattle City Council has been examining a scheme 
devised by Mortgage Resolution Partners to have the city 
condemn performing mortgages of distressed homeowners 
and then issue new mortgages to those homeowners 
through a program run by the city.
REALTORS®, mortgage professionals and lenders have 
been concerned that use of eminent domain to condemn 
mortgages would severely disrupt the home-buying 
market and unfairly restrict access to mortgage credit for 
consumers in the greater Seattle area. In 2013, the Federal 
Housing Finance Agency (FHFA) issued a statement 
saying it could use its regulatory authority to prohibit 
Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac from participating in markets 

that “employ eminent domain to restructure mortgage loan 
contracts”.
In his comments before a meeting of the Seattle Mortgage 
Bankers Association this spring, Mayor Murray said he 
believed the City of Seattle’s use of eminent domain 
in this fashion would be detrimental to the broader real 
estate market and that he opposes its use for underwater 
mortgages. The Mayor said he looked forward to working 
with the real estate industry to seek affordable housing 
solutions for the city.
For the past year, industry partners, including the SEATTLE 
KingCounty REALTORS®, mortgage brokers and lenders, 
have worked together in making the case to the city that this 
unusual, untested and highly controversial use of eminent 
domain would not be an effective way to resolve issues 
related to distressed properties. The National Association 
of REALTORS® has provided us with extensive research 
and resources on this topic since it was first proposed by 
the City of Richmond, California. 
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Good News for Perspective Homebuyers in Seattle, Mayor Says No to Eminent Domain

Your SEATTLE KingCounty REALTORS® (SKCR) is ensuring that public policies support homeownership and your 
business’s bottom line. Contact Governmental & Public Affairs Director David Crowell at dcrowell@nwrealtor.com 
with any legislative issues that may need SKCR’s attention. Our next publication will be October 2014.

Protecting Homeowners and Your Business

Homeowners in Bellevue may not be subjected to 
very restrictive shoreline setbacks and increasingly 
complicated rules for bulkhead repair, replacement and 
installation as Bellevue updates its Shoreline Master 
Program.
Over the past several years, cities have been updating 
their shoreline regulations to comply with state law. The 
Washington State Department of Ecology has pressured 
many cities to increase shoreline setbacks and create more 
complicated rules for bulkhead repair, replacement and 
installation.
The City of Bellevue has taken a deliberate and reasoned 
approach to the shoreline update. Bellevue’s proposed 

Shoreline Master Program reflects the highly urbanized 
level of development and the high quality of neighborhood 
character in the city. The proposal balances the goals of the 
Shoreline Management Act with a property owner’s right 
to enjoy the use of the shoreline.  
SKCR has encouraged Bellevue to take the time to get it 
right.
We fully support the proposal’s position on:
• 25’ setback for consistency with existing development 

and appropriateness for urban shorelines (correcting 
an existing 50’ setback that rendered many existing 
residences non-confirming and many shallow lots 
unbuildable)

Shoreline Regulations that Respect Property Rights in Bellevue
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Shoreline Regulations that Respect Property Rights in Bellevue

• A greenscape standard that will limit impervious surface 
close to the shoreline to protect its ecological function, 
while allowing a range of plant materials that preserve 
the character of shoreline neighborhoods, offer flexibility 
to the homeowner and enable shoreline access and 
enjoyment.

• Recognition that repair and replacement of existing 
residential moorage is important for a property owner’s 
use and enjoyment of the lakes and shoreline.  

• Regulatory simplification relating to new and reconfigured 
residential moorage.

• Predictability and flexibility relating to repair and 
replacement of existing shoreline stabilization 
(bulkheads) is important for residential property owners.  
Also important is the ability to construct new stabilization 
when needed to protect a home. The proposal offers 
a good balance of  flexibility for the homeowner and 
environmental protection.

The Bellevue Council will continue to discuss the proposal 
through June, with possible adoption in July.

continued from previous page

Group Seeks Supreme Court Review in Black Diamond MPD Case

After already losing the case three times, only one of 
the opponents of two Master Planned Developments 
(MPDs) in Black Diamond has launched what may be 
a last ditch effort to stop the construction of the new 
homes REALTORS® need to have available for buyers 
who continue to face shortages of inventory.  
Undeterred by this newest appeal, the YarrowBay Company 
is continuing work on the first phase of its plans to bring 
more than 6,000 new housing units to the market in south 
King County.  
The City approved the MPDs in September 2010, and 
also approved Development Agreements for the MPDs in 
December 2011. YarrowBay began clearing and grading 
work in December on The Villages - Phase 1A, which will 
be located on about 93 acres. According to a statement 
in December from YarrowBay managing partner Brian 
Ross, the plans for Phase 1A  include 378 single family 
homes, 395 multi-family units, nine townhouses, 190,000 
square feet of commercial space, parks and a site where an 
elementary school could be built in the future.
There’s a significant twist in the appeals to the Court of 
Appeals and the Supreme Court: Faced with the prospect 
of responsibility for paying the other side’s attorney fees 
and costs when the opponents of the MPDs keep losing 
the case, the only party willing to risk losing a 4th time is 
a nonprofit corporation created in September 2010 called 
Toward Responsible Development. The Secretary of State 

lists just two people 
among the group’s 
governing persons: 
Vernon Gibson and 
Robert Edelman. 
Janie Edelman, who 
serves on the Black 
Diamond City Council 
– and who the City 
website says is married 
to Bob Edelman – 
is not listed on the 
Secretary of State’s 
website as an official “governing person” of the group that 
is suing the City of Black Diamond, and which filed the 
request for review by the State Supreme Court.
The MPD opponents in the Superior Court included not 
only Toward Responsible Development, but also reportedly 
included Cynthia and William Wheeler, Robert Edelman, 
the Estate of William C. Harp, Peter Rimbos, Michael 
Irrgang, Judith Carrier, Eugene May, Vicki Harp and Cindy 
Proctor.  Because they chose not to be named as petitioners 
in the unsuccessful appeal of the case to the Court of 
Appeals, they may not be responsible for paying the other 
side’s attorney fees and costs in the most recent defeat.  
Those requested attorney fees and costs – which are being 
contested – now exceed $180,000. If Toward Responsible 

The Fight to Bring New Housing Inventory to the Market
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Group Seeks Supreme Court Review in Black Diamond MPD Case
continued from previous page

Development loses again in the Supreme Court, those 
numbers might be even higher.
The unwillingness of individuals to continue to stand 
behind the case on appeal is viewed by some as perhaps 
indicating a belief that the case will be lost again, and that 
the financial risks of paying for attorney fees and costs 
on both sides of the failed litigation are just too great 
for opponents of the MPDs. What assets, if any, Toward 
Responsible Development may have – or be able to raise 
– to pay any award of attorney fees and costs that may end 
up being owed to the City of Black Diamond, YarrowBay 
and its partners, King County, and/or the land owners, is 
information not yet readily available to the public.

The two MPD projects are Lawson Hills and The Villages: 
The Villages would accommodate up to 4,800 low, 
medium, and high density dwelling units. In addition, 
there would be up to 775,000 square feet of retail, offices, 
commercial and light industrial development, schools, 
recreation and open space.
Lawson Hills could accommodate up to 1,250 low, 
medium, and high density dwelling units on 371 
acres, and up to 390,000 square feet of retail, offices, 
commercial and light industrial development, schools, 
recreation and open space.

SKCR Urges Improved Housing Inventory in King County

Smarter planning is needed in the King County area 
to improve housing inventory. Concerned that growth 
planning throughout King County has repressed 
housing supply through insufficient zoning, SKCR, in 
collaboration with the Master Builders Association, has 
called upon the King County to improve the quality of data 
and the process by which cities determine housing capacity 
needed to accommodate jobs and population growth.
Housing supply shortfalls in many key cities within King 
County have lead to bidding wars and have been a source 
of frustration to real estate brokers and their clients.  
SKCR has needed to remind policy makers that due to 

limited housing supply, too many people who work in King 
County cannot live near their jobs or even in the County.  
If King County cannot plan for growth in a manner that 
is true and relevant to the market, housing will be less 
accessible to middle-income earners which, in turn, will 
impose further housing challenges on low-income earners.
Meetings with the County policy makers and city staff 
members have been productive.  Moving forward, we will be 
working with the county and its 39 cities to better coordinate 
planning with the goal of changing zoning to enable more 
housing supply in where there is market demand.

Burien Town Square Senior Housing May Free-Up More Inventory for Buyers

The development of new senior housing 
units planned for downtown Burien 
could free-up additional inventory 
of single family homes for buyers to 
purchase if Burien seniors move out of 
their single family homes and into the 
new senior housing. 

Burien has a robust supply of older, less expensive, single 
family homes that would be affordable to a wide range of 
home buyers if owners of those homes were to place the 

properties on the market.  The city also has a significant 
population of seniors, many of whom have lived in their 
single family homes for decades. 
The addition of senior housing units in Downtown Burien 
will create important new housing options for seniors who 
want to be able to stay in Burien while transitioning out of 
their existing single family homes and into housing better-
suited to their changing situation.
Those senior housing opportunities are coming to Burien as 
part of a two-complex development that will be constructed 
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continued from previous page

Burien Town Square Senior Housing May Free-Up More Inventory for Buyers

beginning this fall by development partners Legacy 
Partners and the R.D. Merrill Company who announced 
plans for two new mixed unit developments in the heart of 
Downtown Burien: 
The first is Merrill Gardens at Burien (a 111-unit senior 
housing complex) which will be built at SW 150th Street 
and 4th Avenue SW, just north of the current library/city hall 
parking lot in Burien. The majority of the Merrill Gardens 
senior housing units will be for independent living with 

some units for assisted living and memory care.  
The second is Town Center Apartments (an upscale 227-
unit apartment complex with ground-level retail) that will 
be built at SW 150th Street and 6th Avenue SW, just north 
of the Residences at Burien Town Square condos. The 
apartments will be geared for young professionals, creating 
the opportunity for the young people and the seniors at 
Merrill Gardens at Burien to collaborate and socialize. 

More Good Housing News in Covington

More new housing is coming to Covington. That’s not 
only good news for REALTORS®, it’s also good news 
for the City’s efforts to create a traditional Downtown 
in the relatively young south King County city. 
The Spokane-based Inland Group expects to break grown 
later this year on a seven acre parcel located south of Rite 
Aid and north of Covington Elementary in the heart of the 
area the City wants to develop as a new city center core 
for Covington. The project, which will be located on land 
known commonly as “the Ashton Property” will include a 
mixed use development that will contain 354 residential 
housing units over-top retail and office space on the ground 
floor, and underground parking.
The City Council is expected to approve a development 
agreement and property tax exemption for the property later 
this summer. “It’s a large project and the first concrete step 
toward the City Council’s vision for a traditional town center 
in what is a fairly new community,” said City Manager Derek 
Matheson said. “People wanted a traditional downtown…  
a heart or gathering place for the community,” Matheson said.
To help attract new private investment in Covington, the 
City Council contracted with BERK and Associates to 
conduct a study on the potential revenue that could be 
generated by businesses, and how much investment might 
be required to generate those revenues. The City expects 

the result of the study to be presented most likely on June 
24, and is hopeful the study will be helpful in supporting 
grant applications to help pay for additional infrastructure 
improvements.
A major portion of the centerpiece of a new downtown for 
the City involves redevelopment of the adjacent site where 
Covington Elementary school is located. The city has 
right of “first offer” to buy the land from the Kent School 
District, but the District is not expected to be interested in 
selling until a new elementary school is built. The District 
would have to pass a bond measure for that to happen. The 
City has selected the Panattoni Development Company 
as its partner to assist the city with both the design and 
financing for re-development of the existing Covington 
Elementary school site once it is purchased by the City.
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Earlier this year Covington became the only city in the 
state to have a bond rating upgrade from Moody’s. For 
REALTORS® and builders, the upgrade in the City’s 
credit rating means more of city construction bond 
revenue can be spent on providing infrastructure to 
serve new development of homes and businesses, and less 
will have to be used for interest payments.
The upgrade by Moody’s moved the city’s issuer rating to 
Aa2 from Aa3. Moody’s also changed Covington’s Limited 
Tax General Obligation bonds to A1 from Aa3, which is 
outstanding in the amount of approximately $14.1 million. 
The upgrade means multiple potential benefits: better 
interest rates for projects that require construction bonds, 
help for investors in the secondary market and higher 
credibility for the city.  
“It’s not anything we can take to the bank at this point, 
it’s just a feather in our cap,” said Rob Hendrickson, 
Covington’s Finance Director.  Moody’s initiated a review 
of Covington for a possible upgrade in January. In its 
report, Moody’s wrote that the upgrades primarily reflect 

the city’s significantly improved financial profile and 
positive multi-year financial trends. 
Besides “prudent financial policies and conservative 
budgeting,” Moody’s lauded the city’s proactive 
management during the beginning of the downturn in the 
economy that ensured “structural balance in each year.” 
For example, city officials implemented a utility tax in 
2007 that provided a revenue source that offset declining 
sales tax revenues. Then, following layoffs of 20 percent of 
the workforce in 2009 and 2010, “management established 
a Cumulative Reserve Fund equal to one year of debt 
service, and set an informal 30 percent fund balance target, 
which has been exceeded in each of the last three years.”
Other key considerations in the rating included the city’s 
history of solid reserve levels and modest debt burden, 
including the lack of any pension liability.
“Moody’s expects financial operations to remain strong 
given prudent fiscal management and ample reserve 
levels,” the report stated. “Sales tax receipts, the city’s 
largest source of revenue have rebounded following the 
recession. Despite this reliance on economically sensitive 
revenues, the city has maintained healthy General Fund 
reserves, averaging 47.4 percent of revenues of the last 
three years.”

Covington Bond Rating Upgrade Means More Funding for Housing Inventory

REALTORS® & Masterbuilders Advocate Change in Covington Development Standards

The City Council and senior city staff welcomed two 
recent opportunities to hear from the REALTORS® and 
the Masterbuilders regarding changes in Development 
Standards that would provide more new housing 
opportunities in the City, including changes to side-yard 
setback standards, instituting on-line permitting and fixing 
the major problems at the Covington Water District. 
The City currently requires side-yard setbacks of 7 ½ feet, 
which is inconsistent with the more typical standard of 5ft.  
The wider setback standard has the effect of reducing the 
number of housing units that can be built (meaning fewer 
homes for REALTORS® to sell), and over time makes it 
more difficult for a city to meet its Growth Management 
Housing Targets without additional rezoning.
The city would also benefit by implementing an online 

permitting system. Builders support the system in other 
cities with a 3% surcharge on building permits that pays 
for the cost of the system.
A final issue involves the unique problems at the 
Covington Water District that have brought the wrath of 
ratepayers (who soundly defeated by very wide margins 
two incumbents seeking re-election last fall), and caused 
many builders to be unwilling to even consider building 
new homes inside the Covington Water District boundaries.  
Although the Water District is a separate governmental 
entity – with its own Board of Commissioners – that is not 
controlled by the City of Covington, the City was well-
aware of the challenges created for others by the decisions 
of Water District leaders.
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City of Enumclaw Adopts Development Standards to Allow More Housing

The City has adopted new standards that allow the 
benefits of zero lot line developments to be available 
on property held in individual fee simple ownership. 
In addition, the City Council voted to measure setback 
distances in a manner that will allow for more efficient use 
of developable land.  The changes should allow builders 
to bring homes to the market for buyers to purchase. The 
changes were welcomed by REALTORS® who face a 
continuing inventory shortage relative to the demand from 
buyers for more homes. 
The vote by the Enumclaw City Council to implement the 
changes was unanimous. The City has been working since 
late last year to craft the changes which staff presented to 
the Planning Commission last October.
Three of the most significant changes adopted by the City 

Council on April 14 include:
• Setbacks will be measured from the property line to 

the foundation of the house, as opposed to the eaves.  
This means builders can make more efficient use of 
developable land, thereby increasing the “built yield.”  
Stated simply, it means more new homes.

• The zoning code will be consolidated into one new 
chapter for the purpose of streamlined predictability: 
Chapter 18.06; and 

• Fee simple ownership of land in the R-4 multifamily zone 
is allowed for “zero lot line” developments if a HOA is 
established to enforce the agreement. This is an important 
change that provides new housing ownership options 
that have not previously been available where each 
homeowner holds title to their property in fee-simple.

Good Jobs News is Good for Real Estate

Maple Valley’s Update of Comprehensive Plan to Focus on Economic Development

More jobs could mean more buyers for REALTORS®. 
The City of Maple Valley announced that the update of 
the City’s comprehensive plan will focus on Economic 
Development. The goal is to bring living wage jobs 
to the City, which could mean more homebuyers for 
REALTORS®.  Among the changes the City might consider 
are Zoning code changes, the possibility of increasing 
allowable building heights, and the construction of more 
multi-family housing for residents. 
The City’s Comprehensive Plan is required by state law to 
be updated every seven years. The next update is due in 
mid-2015. The City’s plan was first adopted in 1999, and 
the most recent update was in 2008. “We’re starting now 
so we have a full 18 months to get on top of it,” said city 
Senior Planner Matt Torpey.
Last year the city hired the International Economic 
Development Council (IEDC) to study the city and “provide 
an economic recommendation,” according to Torpey. 
The study focused on the current and potential economic 
development opportunities in Maple Valley, with a special 
emphasis on development opportunities at the North end 
of the city, including long term projects and partnerships 

in the Donut Hole and keeping the Legacy Site for a future 
community centerpiece project.
The IEDC report identified the following key positive 
factors for the City: 
• The City Council’s support of development
• City Manager David Johnston’s experience with 

economic development in other cities
• The creation of the city’s Economic Development 

Committee
• The city’s AA+ bond rating, and
• The lower cost of land and development in the city.
Weaknesses the report cited included, but were not limited to:
• The city’s reactive approach
• Not having a city staff-member whose job is solely 

economic development
• Not having a specific development plan in place
• The city’s location on the edge of King County, and 
• Traffic congestion on state Route 169
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Other

Construction on Flood Safety Levees Underway in King County Flood District

REALTORS® played a major role in advocating 
successfully for expeditious repair of the Briscoe and 
Desimone flood plain levees along the Green River in 
Kent. Those repairs are now underway. When completed 
later this year the levee improvements will provide an 
important level of new flood protection for homes and 
businesses on the valley floor, which should help to 
reassure property owners and potential buyers.
The Briscoe Levee is located along the right bank of the 
Green River in Kent. The Desimone Levee is located on 
the right bank of the Green River in Tukwila. Together 
these levee segments are approximately 2.7 miles long and 
protect properties within Kent, Tukwila and Renton. The 
levee system protects approximately two-thirds of the Kent 
Valley from flooding.
Kent Mayor Suzette Cooke said, “These improvements will 
increase the level of flood protection for the commercial 
heart of the Kent Valley and are a great step towards 
building a better levee system for the entire area.”

The project is being funded with $18 million from the King 
County Flood Control District, including a $7 million grant 
the District received from the state. Through an agreement 
with the Flood Control District, Kent is the lead agency for 
the construction work along the levee system.
The initial work being done in 2014 will be the construction 
of two of four setback levee floodwalls on the landward 
side of the existing Briscoe levee between South 188th 
Street and South 194th Street. Construction will reinforce 
the existing levees and will be built to meet the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency’s standards for 100-
year flood accreditation. The floodwall will consist of 
driven sheet piles and reinforced concrete and will be 
approximately 3,177 feet long. The project will also 
include excavation on the riverside of the levee to construct 
a vegetated bench, landscaping, paving of the new levee 
trail, parking lot reconstruction and two cement concrete 
retaining walls. Additional information is available at 
kingcountyfloodcontrol.org.

Federal Way Performing Arts & Conference Center

Is a new Performing Arts and Conference Center 
(PACC) in the City’s future? The answer may be “Yes” 
especially given a new report by the Mayor’s Blue 
Ribbon Panel.  
REALTORS® have been watching closely to find out 
if a new PACC would be good news for the clients and 

customers of REALTORS® who want to live Downtown 
with close-by access to entertainment options. Or, if it 
might instead be a sinkhole of red ink that results in new 
taxes on REALTOR® commissions and the profitability of 
other businesses in Federal Way.
A nine member Blue Ribbon Panel has issued a report that 
gives city officials hope that a new $32 million Performing 
Arts and Conference Center is financially feasible for the City 
of Federal Way. However, recommendations for modifications 
recommended by the panel to enhance the center mean 
construction costs will be higher than originally projected.
The Mayor’s panel says that for the facility to be successful 
the Center will need a separate entrance hall, or “outdoor 
vestibule,” a bigger kitchen and a larger area for office, 
storage and dressing rooms. All of that will cost more 
money. The cost of the enhancements under consideration 
could range between $210,000 and $857,000, depending 
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Renton Focused on Landslide Areas Along Hwy 169 Following OSO Tragedy

In the wake of the Oso tragedy in Snohomish County, 
the City of Renton is focused on providing more 
careful and frequent inspections of hillsides and slopes 
throughout the city, including along Hwy 169.  A key 
element of the effort will include actions private property 
owners and the city can do to protect citizens. Mayor Denis 
Law said property owners are responsible for their slopes 
or hillsides, if they’re on private land.
“I think the city and property owners have the responsibility 
to investigate situations where there are potential landslide 
hazards, particularly when such slides would pose a risk 
to safety and property,” said the City’s public works 
administrator Gregg Zimmerman.
The City’s public works staff has identified at least 10 spots 
in Renton that the City says need monitoring or upkeep, 
including but not limited to:
• 1700 Lake Washington Blvd. N. 
• Renton Hill above Narco 
• a former industrial site at the bottom of Renton Hill
• Hardie Avenue, near Fred Meyer
• Rainier Avenue, next to the airport
• Maplewood Glen, and
• Along Maple Valley Highway (Hwy 169). The city intends 

to perform a geotechnical evaluation of the embankment 
along the Maple Valley Highway “to determine level of 
risk and potential remedial measures” to further stabilize 
the slopes along SR-169.

The City says these areas were included because there are 
potential landslide hazards, including steep slopes and 
places where there is a history of landslides.  The proximity 
of businesses and residences to the areas was a factor in 
assessing the risk posed by the slide hazards.
Zimmerman advised the City Council that where 
residential developments were built on top of the hill, there 
has actually been an improvement – less frequent and less 
severe slides.  “This 
is because the storm 
water runoff is now 
collected in a closed-
pipe system and is not 
allowed to percolate 
through the hillside.”
Zimmerman indicated 
the City’s plan includes 
writing property owners, 
completing periodic 
inspections, conducting 
geotechnical studies to 
determine if remedial 
action is needed and 
adding structures to 
strengthen the slope.

continued from previous page

Federal Way Performing Arts & Conference Center

upon when, and how many, enhancements are included in 
the project. It’s possible a hotel might pickup kitchen costs 
if a hotel operation is incorporated into the project.
The finance subcommittee of the Mayor’s panel of experts 
reported that the city has “sufficient funds to build the 
project without additional taxes, even in the panel’s most 
conservative fundraising scenario,” which would put the 
city $9.15 million in the hole.
According to city officials, if the Council re-allocates $5.2 
million that has been set aside for a transportation project 
on 352nd street, the city of Federal Way would have $19.07 
million of the initial construction cost of $31.85 million, 

and can enact a short-term $12.78 million “loan to itself” 
to finance the difference. City officials have indicated the 
City has the resources required to bond the $9.15 million 
over 20 years “without impacting other programs.” This 
would cost about $600,000 annually, which city officials 
state they can afford without a special tax levy on citizens.  
City officials say real estate excise tax (REET) funds, and 
savings from other capital projects, could also help fund 
the 352nd project.
More information on the PACC is available at 
cityoffederalway.com/PACC.
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Kamuron Gurol Burien’s New City Manager

Burien has a new City 
Manager, Kamuron Gurol, 
former Director of Community 
Development and Assistant 
City Manager for the City of 
Sammamish. 
Gurol reported for work in Burien 
on April 16 after working since 
2005 for the City of Sammamish. 

Prior to Sammamish he was Corridor Planning Manager 
with the Washington State Department of Transportation 
from 2004-2005. His tenure with WSDOT was preceded 
by serving in 2003-2004 as the Director of Community 
Development for Kitsap County and Planning Division 
Manager for Snohomish County from 1999-2003. Gurol 
also worked as a senior policy analyst/senior planner for 
King County from 1989-1998. Kamuron Gurol replaces 
former manager Mike Martin, who left last July for a 
similar position in Lynden, WA. 

Protecting Your Righs & Your Business

ELECTIONS IN 2014
Laws govern the way in which you conduct your 
business and affect your bottom line. REALTORS® don’t 
just sell homes. We sell neighborhoods and Quality of Life. 
REALTORS® know that Quality of Life begins with a good 
job in a company that has a great future. Homes are where 
those jobs go at night. That’s why it’s so important to have 
elected officials who understand the key contribution that 
jobs and housing make to healthy, vibrant communities.
We need elected officials who share our REALTOR® 
values, and who appreciate the hard work you do as a real 
estate professional. So, members of the Association will be 

reviewing voting records of elected officials. And it’s why 
your REALTOR® colleagues interview candidates running 
for office.
This year SKCR will take action in supporting candidates 
for the state legislature – candidates who share our 
REALTOR® values.
Do you want to know which candidates support your 
business and clients in fostering housing choices, strong 
communities and a vibrant economy? SKCR will release 
a Voting Guide before the August 5 primary election so  
that you can make a more informed choice about your 
voting decisions.  

REALTORS® Political Action Committee (RPAC) 

We can’t all go to Washington DC, the state Capital or 
even our City Halls while government leaders are making 
decisions that affect our industry; but while we are busy, 
REALTOR® PAC can fight for us and for our clients. 
Please make an investment of $50, $100 or $500 to ensure 
that when government acts there is no harm to real estate, 
no new taxes and no added, unnecessary complications to 
the real estate transaction. 

SEATTLE KingCounty 
REALTORS®  has raised 
over $70,000 for RPAC 
in 2014. REALTOR® 
PAC is not funded by 
REALTOR® dues – only 
through your voluntary 
investments.

Invest in RPAC today online at http://www.warealtor.org/government/political-affairs/

The 2014 VP of Governmental & Public Affairs is Patti Hill; VP-Elect Governmental & Public Affairs is David Irons; our 
housing specialists are Sam Pace and Randy Bannecker; and our PR Specialist Cheri Brennan. Contact Governmental & 
Public Affairs Director David Crowell at dcrowell@nwraltor.com with any legislative issues that may need SKCR’s attention.

Governmental Affairs Committee Leadership

ISSUES & IMPACTS
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