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Our organization has survived the ups and downs of the economy for over 111 years, because we focus on the benefits our  
community receives through the ownership, use and transfer of real property.  

Your Board of Directors continues to promote innovative programs for members. We started a monthly series of Code of Ethics 
clock-hour classes available to REALTOR members at no cost.  We were the first to offer classes on the NWMLS rule change on 
SOC and we now offer classes on Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU) regulations, all of which sell out quickly.  

Our commitment to members includes the careful review of our financial position. I am pleased to report that the Association 
had another clean financial audit this year and the Board has approved a refinance of our Building under current favorable 
rates. We envision a complete pay-off within ten years.

Finally, we are preparing our organization for tomorrow through the recruitment and training of new leaders. The Association’s 
greatest asset is the talent, energy and expertise of our members.  Our future looks bright for years to come. I encourage you to 
become involved in what we do.

Rich Bergdahl
2019 President

111 YEARS OF SERVING REALTORS®
It has been my pleasure to serve as your Association President this year and I wish to thank the Board, the 
staff and all of our volunteer members who helped us achieve our goals this year.

As this annual report will show, we are focused on engaging our 7,200 members in every aspect of what we 
do, including our cutting edge classes, our community outreach activities and our nationally recognized  
advocacy program. With your help and the involvement of hundreds of members, we convinced the 
legislature to pass Condominium Liability Reform – unanimously! – and a number of other measures that will 
provide more housing choices for King County consumers.
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Year in Review
ADVOCACY

LEGISLATIVE HILL DAY 2019
Over 500 REALTORS® hit the hill in Olympia in January 
to address our housing crisis - 70 were Seattle King 
County REALTORS® and affiliates. The key mission for 
all attendees was to make affordable housing  
opportunities the #1 issue in the legislature this year.

REALTORS® stood out in the crowd in their white 
and blue “Unlock the Door for Affordable  
Homeownership” scarves to remind legislators 
about the coalition and its mission.

"UNLOCK THE DOOR" COALITION PASSES  
CONDO LIABILITY REFORM

NAR GRANT FOR CAMPAIGN ON SUCCESS

CONDOMINIUM LIABILITY REFORM, SB 5334

Coalition  
Wins!

Seattle King County REALTORS® informed consumers about the new  
condo law, signed by Governer Jay Inslee, through a Consumer  
Advocacy Outreach Program. The Association received the maximum

Seattle King County REALTORS® played a pivotal role in the successful multi-year effort to mobilize 
the real estate industry - including Washington REALTORS® - to pursue Condominium Construction 
Liability Reform. The adoption of condominium liability reform, SB 5334, creates the promise of 
many more “middle market” housing options. 

The new law maintains consumer protections and removes barriers that made condo construction 
too expensive and risky. With relief from additional financial and insurance risk, housing  
entrepreneurs will get back to the business of building more mid-priced condos, creating more 
housing options for consumers. The law also eliminated statutory implied warranties that made  
violation of the building codes an automatic violation of the condominium law.

National Association of REALTORS® grant award of $35,000 and invested an additional $15,000 to 
inform consumers about how REALTORS® worked hard to fight for affordable housing options.
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25TH ANNUAL HOUSING ISSUES BRIEFING 
EMPHASIZES COLLABORATION BETWEEN 

REALTORS® AND CITIES

ADVOCACY (CONT.)

REALTORS® are encouraged to share their stories and 
work together with cities to "ensure that our region  
welcomes business and is able to execute strategies to  
alleviate our housing affordability crisis."

Ada M. Healy, Chief Real Estate Officer at Vulcan, noted that 
"there is not a silver bullet" but there are tools, such as...“There are ways we can add  

more homes of all shapes and  
sizes and make our  

neighborhoods more equitable.”
- Ada M. Healy

Additionally, changing the narrative to be about people helps put affordability issues into perspective for 
neighborhoods that are afraid of growth. We have the tools – we just need to work together to use them.

2020 PLANNING GETS HELP FROM CHALLENGE SEATTLE
“Middle income folks can’t afford to live in our communities 
and that’s a problem,” said Mamie Marcuss of Challenge  
Seattle to the 2020 Planning Committee of Seattle King  
County REALTORS®.

Challenge Seattle’s work includes finding new ways to bring  
the private and public sectors together to address housing  
affordability, particularly in the “missing middle” market  
segment. Our region can’t continue to enjoy the benefits of  
strong job growth and a booming economy if employers can’t 
bring and keep people here because it’s too expensive to live.

Christine Gregoire, former Governor and current CEO of  
Challenge Seattle, spoke about the “invisible crisis” at the 2020 
Housing Solutions Breakfast in Bellevue. The breakfast 
emphasized community support, smart public policy and  
the need to elevate the conversation about our shared  
housing challenge.

“Smart public policy is one of the most  
important things you can do if you want to 
be successful here,” said Gregoire. “We are 
all a part of the problem and we are all a 
part of the solution.”

• Incentivizing density,
• Multi-Family Tax Exemption Program,
• Zoning & ADU reform,
• and expedited permit approvals.
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Rich Bergdahl
2019 SKCR President

Georgia Stevens
2020 SKCR President

LEADERSHIP AT WORK

Patti Hill
2016 SKCR President

HAPPY 10TH A� IVERSARY, YPN!

Patti Hill has been elected to serve 
on the National Association of  
REALTORS® Board of Directors for 
a two-year term. She was elected by 
the local Board to this national  
position on July 12. She officially 
takes office on December 1, 2019. 
She is also the 2020 VP-Elect of 
membership for Washington  
REALTORS® and serves on the  
Corporate Investor Council at NAR.

Georgia Stevens has been appointed 
Vice Chair of the National Association 
of REALTORS® Young Professionals  
Network (YPN). Her YPN experience 
goes back nearly a decade, when King 
County established its YPN network in 
2009 - this helped launch her into local, 
state and national leadership positions. 
This national position will give Georgia 
the opportunity to use her leadership 
skills and experience to assist YPN  
networks across the country.

Rich Bergdahl won the REALTOR®  
of the Year Award at the Washington  
REALTORS® (WR) annual awards  
luncheon in April. This is his second  
state award, having won the WR  
Achievement Award in 2016. He has  
been involved with the Association  
since a mentor invited him to a meet-
ing nearly 20 years ago. Rich will also 
serve as the President of WR in 2022.

2019 marks the Seattle King County REALTORS® Young 
Professionals Network (YPN)'s 10th anniversary!
YPN is a group of active young REALTORS® who are 
involved in community, leadership and charitable giving.

The group held various successful events this year,  
including the 5th Annual Blue Bash and the 4th Annual 
"The Edge" Breakfast. 

The Blue Bash was a fun blue-themed networking and 
cocktail party at the Space Needle.

At The Edge Breakfast, a panel of Real Estate pros 
discussed how "ciient relationships" can help tackle a 
shifting market, followed by a housing forecast by  
Windermere's Chief Economist Matthew Gardner.

Portions of the proceeds from these events benefited 
Humble Design, a non-profit that serves individuals,  
families, and veterans emerging from homelessness.
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Father Steven V. Sundborg, S.J., President of Seattle University, recieved the 
Seattle-King County First Citizen Award from RIch Bergdahl, 2019 President 
of Seattle King County REALTORS®. Father Steve is the third President from  
Seattle University to be honored since REALTORS® established the award in 
1939 to recognize volunteerism, philanthropy, and community service. 

In his 22nd year as President, he is known as a tireless advocate for  
marginalized residents and for nurturing the Jesuit university’s high rankings 
“for academic rigor, sustainability, community service and social justice.”

81ST ANNUAL FIRST CITIZEN AWARD BANQUET

ANNUAL PROGRAMS & EVENTS

50 YEARS OF RPAC

Platinum R $10,000

Lennox Scott             Seattle King County REALTORS®

Golden R $5,000

Rich Bergdahl          Sam DeBord          Patti Hill      

Terry Miller     Beverly Read      

Crystal R $2,500

Eddie Chang         Russ Hokanson      Virginia Madeya

Keith Nelson      Michael Orbino   Lynn Sanborn     

Georgia Stevens          Windermere Northeast

Sterling R $1,000

Rachel Adler      Nanette Bergdahl      Cyndi Carver      

Michael Connolly      Kale Corey      David Crowell      

Shane Davies      Matt Deasy      Trish Englund      

Peter Hickey      Michele Hunt      Jennifer Lind      

Bruce MacKintosh      Dahni Malgarini-Logar      

Pamela McCain      Jenn Mueller      Garrett Nelson      

Phyllis Ohrbeck      Sharon O'Mahony      Sam Pace     

Kathleen Powell        Larry Powell      Kathy Terhune      

Steven Wayne

*Bolded names denotes Hall of Fame,          denotes President's Circle

Thank you to this year's Seattle King County 
REALTORS® RPAC Major Investors.With your help, 
SKCR raised more than $300,000 from 6,622 
investors for the RPAC!

RPAC MAJOR INVESTORS

WINE & SPIRITS AUCTION
A record amount of $29,832 was 
raised at the 2019 REALTOR® Wine 
& Spirits Auction, organized by RPAC 
Chair Dahni Malgarini-Logar.

RPAC uses voluntary investments 
from REALTORS® to support candi-
dates who understand the impor-
tance of property ownership to our 
economy.

Thank you to everyone who donat-
ed items and made an investment 

MAJOR INVESTOR EVENT
The first-ever Major Investor Event was held in Septem-
ber at the Woodmark Hotel. More than $16,000 was 
raised for RPAC at the event, and we added 2 President 
Circle members, 7 new Sterling R members, and 2 
Crystal R members.



12410 SE 32nd Street, Suite 100  |  Bellevue, WA 98005  |  Main 425.974.1011  |  nwrealtor.com

Year in Review

In October, REALTORS® and affiliates planted nearly 200 
native trees and shrubs at the Tokul Bypass Site in  
Snoqualmie for the 13th annual The REALTORS®  
Environmental Council (TREC) planting event. The goal of 
TREC is to bring REALTORS® and the community together to 
help preserve healthy, natural habitats.

13TH ANNUAL PLANTING PROJECT

Battle of the Barristers not only provides three 
clock hours, but it also raises funds for the 
Seattle First Citizen Scholarship Foundation, a 
nonprofit that has provided nearly $416,000 
in educational scholarships to REALTORS® 
and their families since 1999. 

This year's Battle of the Barristers was sold-
out again with 550 REALTORS®, affiliates,  
brokers, and sponsors packing the Hilton  
Bellevue. A total of $19,685 was raised 
through ticket sales and sponsorships for the 
scholarship foundation.

On the stage, we had Washington  
REALTORS® Legal Hotline attorney Annie  
Fitzsimmons, and other long-time barristers 
Lars Neste, Chris Osborn and Doug Tingvall.
Scenarios were based on real transactions 
that provided the crowd with insight on how 
to navigate complicated transactions.

ANNUAL PROGRAMS & EVENTS (CONT.)

The tournament was held at the Fairwood 
Golf and Country Club, and raised $1,823 
for the scholarship foundation.

CONG* TULATIONS!
Installation

Congratulations to the 2020 Board of Directors and leadership from Seattle 

Metro and South King County Women’s Council of REALTORS®, Washington 

RRC, and SKCR Young Professionals Network for being installed!

REALTOR® Awards

Government Affairs Volunteer of the Year: Dahni Malgarini-Logar

Affiliate of the Year:  Steve Theodore, Modus Escrow

REALTOR® Community Service: Nanette Bergdahl

Instructor of the Year: Mike Spence

REALTOR® Achievement: Patti Hill                

REALTOR® of the Year: Georgia Stevens

Special Recognition:

Lifetime Achievement: Larry Christensen

Leader of the PAC: Kitty Wallace

REALTOR® Excellence: Lynn Sanborn

BENEFITTING THE  
SCHOLARSHIP FOUNDATION

AFFILIATE COUNCIL HOSTS 
GOLF TOURNAMENT
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60

156 

1219 

3047 

topics covered 

continuing education classes held 

online continuing education classes ordered 

in-class attendees 

EDUCATION HIGHLIGHTS

FINANCES

BY THE NUMBERS
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The 2019 Annual Past President's Luncheon was  
held at the Seattle Yacht Club. There was plenty of  
conversation about the Association's latest  
achievements in its 111th year.

Visit the News Center for event photos, 
advocacy updates, news that  

impacts your business and more!

nwrealtor.com/news-center

2019 HIGHLIGHTS

Members of the Women's Council of  
REALTORS® put on their scarves to join in the 
conversation at the 2019 Hill Day in Olympia.

550 REALTORS®, Affiliates, brokers and sponsors 
packed the room at the Hilton Bellevue for the  
Battle of the Barristers. This was the largest  
attendance for this event!

29 members participated in candidate interview panels

SKCR awarded 64 candidate endorsements

70% of SKCR’s endorsed  
candidates won 
their elections

The new NWMLS SOC rules classes were all sold 
out at the end of 2019! REALTORS® can also take  
advantage of the free Code of Ethics class now  
offered on a monthly-basis.


